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George Washington’s Farewell Address
Introduction to U.S. Foreign Policy - The Founding Period

Task:

1. Read and lightly annotate the below excerpt of George Washington’s Farewel! . Address. Lookup any word
you do not know the definition of.
2. After reading, write a few bullet points summarizing what George Washington advocated for in this 1796

address AND the rationale he points out for these points.

George Washington’s Farewell Address:

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils....And it gives to
ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation), facility to betray or

sactifice the interests of their own countty...

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free
people ought to be constantly awake, since history and expetience prove that foreign influence is one of the most

baneful foes of republican government....

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to have with
them as little political connection as possible. So far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled
with petfect good faith, Here let us stop. Europe has a set of primary interests which to us have none; ot a vety
remote relation, Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign
to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties in the ordinary

vicissitudes of het politics, or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friendships or enmities.

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different course. If we remain one people
under an efficient government. the petiod is not far off when we may defy material injury from external
annoyance; when we may take such an attitude as will cause the neuttality we may at any time tesolve upon to be
scrupulously respected; when belligerent nations, under the impossibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not
lightly hazard the giving us provocation; when we may choose peace or wat, as our interest, guided by justice, shall

counsel....



It is out true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign wotld; so far, I mean, as
we ate now at liberty to do it; for let me not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing
engagements. I hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is always the best
policy. I repeat it, therefote, let those engagements be observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is

unnecessary and would be unwise to extend them.

Taking cate always to keep ourselves by suitable establishments on a respectable defensive posture, we may safely

trust to temporary aliances for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, libetal intercourse with all nations, ate recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even out
commetcial policy should hold an equal and impartial hand; neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or
preferences; consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and diversifying by gente means the streams of
commetce, but forcing nothing; establishing (with powers so disposed, in otder to give trade a stable course, to
define the rights of our merchants, and to enable the government to support them) conventional rules of
intetcourse, the best that present circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be
from time to time abandoned or varied, as expetience and citcumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in view
that it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another; that it must pay with a portion of its
independence for whatever it may accept under that character; that, by such acceptance, it may place itself in the
condition of having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not
giving mote. There can be no greater etror than to expect ot calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is

an illusion, which expetience must cute, which a just pride ought to discard.



